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In the Claims : 

1 (currently amended): An [[A]]assembly for loading and unloading 
product s, compris i ng which comprises: 

a balanced loading and unloading arm which is installed at a first 
location and hav i ng which includes a compass-style duct system having a first 
end mounted by ono of its onds on a base and a second end provided at tho 
oth e r of i ts e nds with a connection system suitable for connecting the compass- 
style duct system to a coupling means installed at the a second location[[,]]; 

charact e r i z e d in that it compr i s e s, i n add i t i on, a cable which is 
extendable between the first and second locations: 

jo i n e d on th e on e hand to means integral with th e bas e and 
su i tab l o at the first location for subjecting this the cable to a constant tension-a«d- 
su i tab l o for boing joinod, on tho othor hand, to tho socond l ocat i on,; 

tho l oading and un l oading assombly a l so compr i s i ng guid i ng 
means capab l e of co-operating with the cable so as to guid e for guiding the 
connection system along a trajectory mator i alizod by the said cable until the 
connection system is brought into a position of connoction to adjacent the 
coupling means. 

2 (currently amended): The [[L]]loading and unloading assembly 
according to claim 1 , charactorizod i n that wherein the guiding means comprises 
a drive winch , intogra l with which is connected to the connection system , suitab le 
for prov i d i ng th e said gu i ding of th e connection syst e m on th e cab le and a l so 
su i tab le for driv i ng bv friction tho movomont of and which operates to drive the 
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connection system along the cable[[,]] when the l att e r cable is stretched between 
the first location and the second location. 

3 (currently amended): The [[L]]ioading and unloading assembly 
according to claim 2, charact e r i z e d in that th e cabl e i s fitt e d, on i ts part i ntend e d 
to bo j oined to tho second l ocation, w i th wherein the cable comprises a first end 
which is disposed at the first location and a second end which comprises means 
su i tab le for co-operating with a locking system intogral with at the second 
location and pormitting the cab le to b e k e pt to thereby keep the cable attached to 
the second location. 

4 (currently amended): The [[L]]loading and unloading assembly 
according to claim 3, characteriz e d in that tho said moans suitablo wherein the 
means for co-operating with a the locking system comprise a sleeve which is 
crimped onto the cable. 

5 (currently amended): The [[L]]loading and unloading assembly 
according to claim 1 , characteriz e d i n that th e sa i d wherein the guiding means 
comprises means for attaching the connection system ante to the cable and also 
means of winding the cable, th e l att e r b e ing wherein the cable comprises a first 
end which is connected by ono of i ts onds to the constant tension means 
su i tablo for subjoct i ng th is cab le to a constant t e ns i on and, by th e oth e r of i ts 
onds. to the said and a second end which is connected to the winding means, 
wh i lst and wherein the cable is joined to the second location by a return pulley. 

6 (currently amended): The [[L]]loading and unloading assembly 
according to claim 5, charact e riz e d in that th e sa i d m e ans for wherein the 
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winding means th e cablo comprises an approach winch intogra l with th e bas e at_ 
the first location . 

7 (currently amended): The [[L]]ioading and unloading assembly 
according to ono of c l aims 1 to 6, characteriz e d in that claim 1. wherein the cable 
crosses the connection system from one side to the other. 

8 (currently amended): The [[L]]loading and unloading assembly 
according to ono of c l aims 1 to 7, charactorizod in that claim 1 . wherein the 
constant tension means su i tab le for subject i ng th e cabl e to a constant t e ns i on 
also comprises an emergency disconnection system for the cable. 

9 (currently amended): The [[L]]loading and unloading assembly 
according to claim 8, charact e r i z e d i n that wherein the constant tension means 
suitablo for subj e ct i ng tho cablo to a constant tons i on comprises a winder and m- 
that sa i d the emergency disconnection system comprises a device for clamping 
the cable suitabl e and for releasing the cable when the lattef the cable is 
unwound beyond a predetermined minimum number of turns. 

10 (currently amended): The [[L]]loading and unloading assembly 
according to one of c l aims 1 to 9, charact e r i z e d in that it compr i s e s claim 1 , 
further comprising an alignment guide integra l with which is connected to the 
connection system and capab le of k e eping at a d i stanc e which comprises a ring 
through which the cable passes and which is spaced apart from the connection 
system a r i ng through wh i ch the cab le pass e s . 

1 1 (currently amended): The [[L]]loading and unloading assembly 
according to ono of cla i ms 1 to 10, charact e r i zed i n that i t compris e s claim 1, 
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further comprising a rotation device capable of ordering an angular movement of 
the connection system relative to the compass-style duct system. 

12 (currently amended): Combinat i on compris i ng an assomb l y accord i ng 
to one of c l a i ms 1 to 1 1 . charact e r i z e d i n that i t a l so compris e s The loading and 
unloading system according to claim 1, further comprising a coupling means 
fitted with means for fixing to the second location, these coupling means being 
suitable for co-operating with the said connection system. 

13 (currently amended): Combinat i on The loading and unloading system 
according to claim 12, characterized in that the connection system comprises a 
female truncated conical element and in that the coupling means comprise a 
male truncated conical element, the female truncated conical element and the 
male truncated conical element being suitable for fitting into each other in order 
to define a relative positioning of the said assembly and said coupling means. 



